- sent reqrest for reducing the 345 to 320,

' isoneofnow tryingtomtthawm- ;-f—
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""OREIGN &SEISTANCE AC-’T OP 197‘7

The Senate continued with the con~
sideration of the bill (5. 3300) to amend
© the Poreign Assistance Ach 01 1961 and
forotherpumoses o
T AMENDMENT MO, igeg Lo o b
Mr MGGEE- Mrz. President, wh&n I
" submitted my. amendment. yesterday, I
inadvertently submitted the wrong figare -
on the amendment. I ask unanimous con- .
sent that the figure be changed. from :
$3~155m.11110nm$320nuu1an.h\-“‘ -
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro- tem-
pore. Without objection,.jt.is.s0 ordered.
. Mr. McGzx's a.mend.mmt 35 modiﬁed,
isas followss .-~ - . -
Oon page annn 25, stmu oms tmrﬁgur.

'3275000000" a-tuil- mmm M .
’ '3320.000000”. Foor

,,,,, ek =i F

- Mr;. MCGEE.. mmmﬂgma to.
wnichltwishtoaddrmmymmmhat o
hb.m time. . S :
\ The ammdment,Mr Pms&dmt, wnld RN ./ § |
_ seektomtoreumnefxmdatothemm-« B {
ance. profram for- the Government of |
Cambodia, . “Cambodia™ has almoss be-
: come a-dirty word in the minds of some -
- Memhemuithhbody,andlw&ahw&had
a mbsﬁtut-ephrmfm-it “But it rew
mains & prowd name tartheupwp&o M
that  beleaguered . cOUNETFm—a- ccmntry :
that, because of its location and its geow— | /4’
raphy, finds itseit canght up in thevur- ‘
tex of the fighting ltt;n&swthmt Asim.
~Therefore, some e ok, we in’ m
cmmﬁryremgmud .m 7
prmmcaﬁmo&a T e
. e ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- .
' pore.wmmemmmnwmmm
from the Chair? Om tihe mnanimons-eon—

. it was not clear whether the Senator m- '
tended. toredumtt fromi 3455%320.5.
{0320, ..
Mr. McGEE.Iredumitfrmnm&
an.dxmdueed:ittomo. A
The AC'IWG PBE&IDENT pro: tcm' i
Dor..u Even?~- - ',
The ACMGPRESIDMDN hmnu- S
pore. I thank the Senator. . BT e
Mr. McGER. meCamhMjanqmtm
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. cultural - groups,

try simply to hold on to its own nationsal
 jleritity. Caught upwa.s it has ‘been with
» the encronchment

from North Vielnam, caught Up 85 it has
been by the histaricdifficulties that it has
siways been invelved -with in terms of
South Vietnam, it was probably unavoid-
able that, in itself, 4t -should become &
battlegromnd, as it.did for some Hne, or
at least as a supply base, & base of opera~

significant changes, when Prince Siha-

. _ nouk was finally put out of the country,

and still remains out of the ‘sountry, and
they havestriven $o-hold their own type
of  go -together, it seems o me,
Nr. President, to make it more impor-
tant that we give whatever ‘informal as-
.. gigtance we cau ‘on this important plane
" to the activities going on in Vietnam at
Cpld R, s L

7 7 would haster. to. sdd, Ar. President,
that this does not. seek to. involve the
Cambedigns in somecne else’s eonflict:
. It does not seek to tie them to the United
Sltnbesuranymelaea.smauy.nsim-
piy. :
facts ‘of the political-military situstion
in that part of the world, which is that
there is.an absenee of national bound-
aries in many areas, an overiap of aimi-
larly-based population, linguistic end
v particularly among
gome of the Montagnard tribal groups,
and that ell of this has iended to make

it impossible to isolate the fields of battle ;
- The North Vietnamese have not realized

along traditional geographical lines.
.. The fact that Cambodia, Vietnam, and
Laos likewise were all the victims of
-the colonial powers’ administrative con-
venience throtghout history hass. at-
- tended and abetted the - difficulties of
separating their national distinctions.
- That 16 by way of explaining why,
|| given the importance we have attached
| to Vietnam, given the symbelism that
we associate with s peaceful setilement
in that avrea, it seems to me {o be in-
cumbent upon us te provide such tech-
_nica) military -assistance, supplies, and
equipment as will enable the Cambo-
diane better to preserve their own na-
| tional identity, if that is at all possible.

. I veglize this ‘poses many problems.

The Cambodians have had little oppor-
tunity to perfect their own techniques.
They heve had very short existence in
developing the qualities of administra-
tive independence in a new country. But
the Tact also remains that this is their
aspiration, and thet they would have a
better chance at it were ii not for the
tong and difficult war that has been rag-
" ing among thelr neighbors. : .
I think this is the least that we owe.
American troops are not there, and an
American commitment is. not  there;
this is simply frying to recognize the facts
of life, ‘

T would think, Mr, President, that any

wember. 6f this body sheuld strive to-

understand, with some sense of the erav-
ings of the Cambodians not to be Viet-
namese, not to be Laotizn, not to be
_ Thal, but to try to be their own inde-

pendent selves, and yet, as 4 very weak
. nation, unable to prevént their nelghbors

from using their territories as beses of

tions, and th
 operations, and s 5%No Objection To Declassification in Full 2011/04/28 : LOC-HAK-242-6-5-1
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military personnel

.one of ihe harshb, harsh

that whatever we can do, whatever we
_ean supply that may help them to sur-
vive this ordesl, will certainly go down
in history as & very worthwhile and un-
derstanding contribution on our part. .
. I'would also make one other point, Mr,
President: It has to do with the course
.of very recent events in Southeast Asia.
What is happening there now seems 10 be
_more. promising, seems to hold greater

. opportunity for the chance of a peacefil

gettiement in the area. I think it does
- net exaggerate the present facts as we
now them {0 sugeest that those pros-
pects are better now . than at any time

in.g great many months. We all have
been gropihe for light ab the engd of the
tunnel, to borrow s well~-worn phrase.
That goes back to the very earliest years
in Vietnam. Buf now, after the Presi-
dent'’s vigit to Peking, in the wake of his
visit to Moscow, with Mr. Kissinger al
this moment in China and chviously
there talking about & resolution of the
diffculties in Vieinam, with the Presi-
dent having survived the risk that was
taken in bombing in Haiphong and in-
tensifying the bombing raids on the
north, with the affairs both between Pe-
king and Washington and Moscow and
Washington not having been comnpli-
cated by this development, it would seem
to me that this combination of {hings

-augurs well for the prospecis of a hope- .

ful settilement of this long, tortured
struggle in Southeast Asia. ‘

Even the evenis on the battlefield seem
to be taking a slight turn for the better.

their fondest hopes of the south caving
in. Apparently, they have run out of
steam in their. offensive thal was
Inunched a good many Wweeks &go.
They have not selzed the great pro-
vineial -capitals that they had as their
targets—a design, I suppose, that was
more for psychological purposes than any
other. They even have failed in this re-

spect until now. I am sure that they have .

reserves left for other thrusts. for other
sttempts to discombobulate the Govern-
ment of South Vietnem. - =~

. Byt let it be sald, in all fairness, that
the Government of South Vietnam and
‘the ple of South Vietnam have re-
sponded far above the levels that many
of their crities were predicting, and that
not only is the line being held against the
invaders from the north, hut also, coun-
teroffensives have been launched and
they have succeeded in recovering some
significant chunks of territory. :

" Phis is indeed @ new profile in that

part of the world. This is indeed a new
prospect that perhaps we are witnessing
on the brink of other gains, of new hreak-
throughs. )

Having said those things, Mr. Presi-
dent, I think we need to remind each
other in our sober moments, as we reflect
on this question, that what we are talking
about is not two sets of invaders trying
ip greb somebody else’s testimony. but
one set of invaders from the North. No
troops from South Vietnam are in North
Vietnam. There are no military forays
by the South Vietnamese into the terri-
tories that were under the control of
North Vietnam. It all has been a ane-way

move, from Hano!l, north of the DMZ,

v B Kreilmmfan ok dlan ekl Tk in
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result is that both Laos and Cambody,

“world that has cost us tens and fens of

Taaan o

4o

that form of sgcression, the North hy,
likewise taken over large sections of 4z,
neighbor Laos and occuplied considersy,.
sections of its neighbor Cambodia. Toy

have their own difficnliies, due to ne fgy)y
of their own except their geography, ther .
proximity to the eress of sigmificgmy
action. - e
What I sin seying is that, as we seem /8
to be approaching the best chance we 4
have had until now to resolve peacefus
this difficulty, it 1s éven more imporiary
that we help Cembodia, with this kins
of assistance, to try to stay on is{eet. 1y
try to stay afioat, 85 it- were—to relain
jts posture of nationhood. Tkat is prety-
importent in that part of the world as g 3
symbol for others who seek the dignity |3
of independence, a8 well as for the Cam. - |38
bodiens themselves, . o
. Thet is really what is behind the
amendment I have offered 1o increase the
wmitiee's allowenee of $275 mition. . -
. I nave some other things that T want
to diseuss on this guestion & little later
in the morning, but I did want to set
forth the timing element as a critical one 3
in our continuing this program at the.
level of $320 million, for the timing is of
the grestest importance. ' ‘
Ag the prospects for peace improve, our
tendency, -understandably, is {o begin |
to let down. But it is at that momeni
that the need probably is even more |
acute and requires-that we sustain our
efforts to help these people until we can
resdjust and negotiate and reseitle the
great issues of that section of the world
1t is imperative that we not lose ground
ar cause a small country to have io col-
lapse for want of support at the very
time that we will be at {he negotiating
table, trying to achieve an honorable
agresment. So much, then, rides on our
taking the action that my smendmen
would propose. )
~The Commitiee on Foreign Relations,
of which T am a member, chose, in its
wisdom, to suthorize $275 million for this
purpose. The President was requesting
a much higher figure—nearly $350 mil~
lion. We hear all kinds of dispufe as o
how much money Teally is necessary. Al
@ time such as this, it an area of the

billions of dollars, 1 do not think this is
the moment to try to fudge over whether
it is $275 million or $320 million; that,
rather, it is important that we allow
the benefit of the doubt, even as the talks,
are underway and es the face-fo-fact
confrontations between the statesmil
of the President, Mr. Kissinger, and the
leaders of the governient in Peking arc
taking place. ‘

8o the appeal is not only for the resto-
ration of some of these funds but als0
for acknowledging the factor of the tim-
ing as & reason to give the benefit of the
doubt to the larger figure for the ime be-
ing.

Mr. President, that is all I will take
time to say at this time. I will have mere 4
to say a littie later fhis morning. ;

I yield the fioor.

QUORUM CALL

My, SPARKMAN. Mr. President, Tsuf- |
sash the aheence of 2 ouonnn.




June 21, 1972

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. On whose time?

AMr. SPARKMAN. I ask unanimous
consent that the time be charged equally
to hoth sides. :

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. 'Without objection, it is s0 ardered. .

The clerk will call the roll.- o

The second assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll

Mr. ROBERT C. BYRD. Mr. President,
T ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded..

The PRESIDING OFFICER .(Mr.
ALLEN) . Without objection, it is so. or-
dered. A

TEN-MINUTE RECESS .

Mr. ROBERT C. BYRD. Mr. President,
1 ask unanimous consent that there be a
recess for 10 minutes, that the distin-
guished Senator from Wyoming (Mr.
McGzes) be recognised following the re-
cess, and that the time for the recess be
equally charged against both sides. :
+  The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
obiection, it is so ordered. - . - -t
Thereupon, at 10:18 a.m. the Senate
took & recess for 10 minutes. - R
The Senate reassembled at 10:28 am,,
when called to order by the Presiding
Officer (Mr. ALLEN). - ST

FOREIGN ASSISTANCE ACT OF 1972
 The Senate continued with the consid-
eration of the bill (8. 3390) to amend the
Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, and for
other purposes. : N
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chalr

. yecognizes the Senator from Wyoming.

Mr. McGEE. Mr. President, in discuss-
ing the question of economic military
assistance to Cambeodia for the  next
dscal vear I think it important to review
the recent history of that country. _

1t thus casts the need for my amend-
ment into the perspective of the events
that surround us right now. Most of us
recall that in March 1970, Prince Siha-
nouk was deposed by unanimous vote
of the Cambodia Parliament. At the time
_he was dismissed he was on a trip to
Moscow and Peking to protest the.og-
cupation of eastern Cambodin by the
North Vietnamese and the Viet Cong.
He was secking Russian and Chinese
support in bringing a halt to the arro-
gant behavior of the North Vietnamese
and the Viet Cong military units, which
were stealing rice and catfle and abusing
the population in genersl, These acts
reached such proportions that' even
Sihanouk, who from his earlfer state-
ment was sympathetic toward Ching and
Moscow, could no longer tolerate the
violation of his country's borders. .

replaced Sihanouk immedistely Insisted
on the withdrawal of all foreism forces.
They called otb the military reserves and
they appesled to the United Nations to
" use its influence to have the North Viet-
namsase and the Viet Cong remove their
forces from Cambeodia, However, before
that month of March was ended, these
allen forees were moving westward and
cceupying large additional areas of Cam-
bodian territory. It was at this time
that Government forces w_, - % ~=*

No Objection To D

The Cambodian Government which

—— = e AT A

desperately equipped—ili-equipped is an
understatement. However, in thal crisls,
volunteers — Cambodian - volunteers—
rushed to join the Government cause,
and during the summer of 1970 the en-
emy's drive was contained. -
The line between enemy and Govern-
ment controlled territory remains aboub
the same now as it was in the surnmer of
1970, almost 2 years ago. ‘ :
" gince Sihanouk’s ouster, we have often
heard dire predictions that the Cam-
bodians were no match for the North
Vietnamese and that the Government
forces would scon be defeated. :
{ remember hearing from this foor,
Mr,  President,” predictions that they
would not last 6 days. The more tem-
perate ones said they would not last 6
weeks. But the Cambodisn Government
still lasts, and that ought to cause the
Members of our body here to move
slowly in pronouncing the demise of &
people that seems somehow determined
to survive. SRR P T
In the midst of all this, the:Cam-

. hodian Army has grown from 35,000 men

in March 1970, to about 200,000—almost
entirely volunteers. Realizing the hor-.

. yors .of @ protracted war against the

North Vietnamese, the Cambodian peo-
ple have chosen to stand up and to de-
fend their country. At the same time
that they were engaged in a full-scale
mititary struggle, the Cambodians have
recently taken important steps to rid
themselves of the vestiges of the previ-
ous monarchy. On April 30 of this year,
they voted overwhelmingly in favor of &

.pew democratic constitution, and on

June ¢ they- elected Lon Mol as the frst
President of the Khmer Republic. These
steps indicate the determination of the
Cambodians to develop their country in
a democratic fashion while at the same
time defending themselves agalnst for-
eign intruders. : : LTRSS
~"d'he United States

has supported the

' Cambodians in a very Hmited way. We.

have provided no U.8. troops or advisers.
There are ne Ameticans dying in Cam-
bodia..And I think the most encourag-
ing point is that the Cambodians have
not reguested such assistance. We have
provided only basic arms and equipment
and  considerable  traiming - which - has
been conducted in South Vietnam. We
have glso inanced the essential iImported
commoiiities, which the - Cambodians,
themselves, were unable to fund because
of extensive war damage to their econ-

omy.. - .7 . IR .

. The sttaation In Cambodis 1s an ad-
mirahle example of a small’ country
which iz making an ail-out effort to de-
fend ttself against a foreign invader. The
Tnited. States 13- supplementing. the
Cambodian effort. It Jz their war-uot
- But I hasters to add that what Is hap-
pehing to them is largely a spillover of
events that to ns have been basically
important now for a greal many years.

Under the circumstances which I'have
described and, given the contribution
which the Cambodians are making to the
proteetion of the withdrawal of our forces
from South Vietham, I believe that our
aid is thoroughly justified, both from the
standpoint. of our national Inferest and .

fr e dnbovsct nf recifmal sesnritr in
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Southeast AS3. We muss Dou jose sight
of the fact that there are st the present
time more than 50,000 United Statles
servicemen in South Vietnam ai a time
when the North Vietnamnese arg continu-
ing their all-out effort to crush the South
Vistnamese Army. We are spending bil-
lions of doltars to try to thwart that act
of aggression, the Northr Vietnamese of-
fensive action. Then, in this situation, it
makes no sense at all to reduce the very
austere support to maintain the Cambo-
dian Government's 200,000-man army in
the hattle against the North Vietnhamese.
The supply lines for the four NVA divi-
sions which are attacking An Loe, for ex-

. ample, and in the Mekong Delta, run di-

rectly through Cambodia. Once more, -
this is the inescapable geographic factor
1 have alluded to before. The Cambodian.
Army is engaged in joint operations-with -
the Bouth Vietpamese in the border re-
gion, and is holding a key provineial cap-
ital at Svay Rieng.in the Parrot’s Beak.
Furtheyrmore, the. Cambaodians not.only
threaten the North. Vietnamese supply
lines, but also pose a-threat to the NVA
units which are now attempting to return
o bases inside Cambodia. t0 rest. and refit
after the severe casualties which they

" Thus it ought to be obvious to s that
the pressures that the Cambodians them- -
selves can keep on the flanks of the ine
vaders from North Vieinam redound te
our own. advantage and our chances to
preserve and protect the security of our
flanks as we withdraw our remalning
troops.. . - I

Second,” Mr. President, the- stopping .

‘of the North Vietnamese offensive, at. &

time when the President has just-com- . =
pleted his historic trips to Peking and =
Moscow, cTestes the conditions for greai-
1y increassed prospecis for a just nego-. .
tiated settlement of the. war. The next
vear is the cruecial pericd which -offers

a hope for a peaceful end to this-long
conflict, and it is no time for the United
States to be reducing Hs-suppert to the
Cambodians, who have & very impors .
tant stake themselves in & fair negotiated
settlement. Thus we shouid do nothing
during this crucial period to discourage:
our friends in little Cambodia or to lead
them to believa thai we have lost faith-
tn-their ability 1o defend their own couynr
{ry against forelgn hvaders. The- very
modest aid which we are providinx the

ed Items such as basic arms, amoounition; -

7 ting :

‘At this orucial moment, {6 wounld be
sheer foily to veduce our assistance by a
fow millions of dollars, ‘when we are .
spending billions. to dignify the status of
independent nations in thay part of the
world; even as we beip:the South Viet~
namese to meet their own requirements;
Rather, now lsthe time to maintain and
support our friends in- Southeast -Asia

‘gt the same time a8 we aitempt, with

all of the skills and wisdom that we can.
command, to nesctinte a just, equitabie;
and responsible settlement to the war, = .



'“_ PR R
identity. Caught up as it has been with
the encroachment by military personnel
from North Vietnam, eaught up as il bas

been by the historie diffieulties that 1t hes

always been’ ipvoived with in ' terms of

. Scuth Vietnam, it wasprobably unevoid- -

able that, in iteelf, 3t shoild become &
batileground, as it-did for-seme time, OT
-a$ least as o supply base, & bage of opera-

nou¥r was finally put out of the country,
and still remaine out of the couniry, and

they heve striven to hold their own type

. .of .government tegether, it seems to me,
M. President, to ‘make it more impor-
. tant that we give whetever informsl as-
gistance we can-gn this importent plape
. to thre pitivities going on in Vietnam at
—1 would haster to add, Mr. President,

Cambodians  in sotpeorie  else’s’ condlict.

States or anyone else as an ally. It sim-
| ply.‘recognizes ione-of the harsh, barsh
facts of the palitical-military situation
in that part of the world, which is that
| there is 2n absence of national bounde-
-aries in many areas, an overlap of simi-
larly-based population, linguistic and
cultural groups, particularly among

. and-thst all of this has iended to make
it impossible to isolate the fields of battle
- alomg traditional geographical lines.

-2 The fact that Cambedia, Vietnam, and

Lags likewise were all the victims of

the ‘colonigl powers’ administrative con-
venience - throughout history bhas at- .

tended  and .abetied the difficulties of
separating their nationsl distinctions.

~-'That is by -way of explaining why,
given the importance we have attached
| to Vietnam, givenn the symbaolistn thaf
' we assoclate with a peaceful settlement

nical military assistance, supplies, and
equipment as will enable the Cambo-
diane better to preserve their own na-
tional identity, if that is at all possible,
~-I realize this poses many broblems.
The Cambodians -have had little oppor-
tunity to perfect their own -techniques.

They have had very short existence in-

developing the -qualities of administra-
tive independence in & new country. But
the fact also remains that this is their

" aspiration, and that they would have & -
hetter chance at it were it pot for the

‘long and difficult war that hes been rag-
ing among their neighhors.

I think this is the least that we owe.
American troops are not there, and an
Awmerican commitment is not  there;

this is simply trying to recognize the facts

of life, ‘
- I would think, Mr, President, that any
Memher of this body should strive to
understand, with some sense of the crav-
ings of the Cambodians not to be Viet-
DRIMESe, not to be Lmotian, not 1o be
. Thai, but to try to be their own inde-
pendent selves, and vet, as a very weak
' nation, unable to prevent their neighbors
from using their territories as bases of
‘operations, and thus becoming targets,

that- this does.nol seek to.invelve the
Tt does not seek to tie them to the United

in that area, it seems to me 0 be in-
cumbent upon us to provide such tech-.

S rOMIRRESRION AT, RECARD —SENATE -
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can subply that mey help them to sur
vive this ordeal, will certainly go down
in history as a very worthwhile and un-
-derstanding contribution on our part,

1 would also make one ofher point, Mr,

President: It has to do with the course
of very recent evenis in Southeast Asia.
What is happening there now seems Lo be
more. promising, seems to hold greater
opportunity for the chance of & peaceful

settlement in the area. I think it does’
not exaggerate the present facts as we

know. them to suggest that those pros-

pecis are beiter now than at any time

in.s grest many months, We all have
been groping for light af the end of the

tunnel, t0 borrow & well-worn bhrage.
‘That goes back to the very earliest years

in Vieinam. But now, after the Presi-
dent’s visit to Peking, in the wake of his
vigit to Moscow, with Mr. Kissinger at
this moment in China and obvieusly
there talking sbout a resclution of the
difficulties in Vietnam, with the Presl-
dent having survived the risk that was
taken in bombing in Hsiphong and in-
tensifying - the bombing raids on the
north, with the affairs both between Fe-
king and Washington and Moscow and
Washington noi having been compli-

cated by this development, it would seem
to -me thai this combination of things

sugurs well for the prospects of & hope-

ful settiement of this . long, tortu‘red‘

struggle in Southeast Asia. :

Even the evenis on the battlefield seem
to be taking a slight turn for the betier.
The North Vietnamese have not realized
‘their fondest hopes of the south caving
in. Apparently, they have run out of
steam in their offensive that -was

{aunched  a° good many weeks -8g0.

They have not seized the great pro-
vineial capitals that they had as their
targets—a design, I suppose, that was
mote for psychological purposes than any
other. They even have failed in this re-
spect until now. I am sure that they have
reserves left for other thrusts. for other
attempts 0 discombobulate the Govern-
ment of South Vietnam, : :

But let it be said, in a1l fairness, thai
the Government of South Vietnam ang
the people of South Vietnam have re-
sponded ,far above the levels that many
of their critics were predicting, and that

not only is the line being held sgainst the |

invaders from the north, but also, coun-
terofensives have been launched and
they have succeeded in recovering some
gnificant chunks of territory..

part of the world. This is indeed & new

prospect that perhaps we are witnessing'

on the brink of other gains, of new break-
throughs, :

. Having said those things, Mr. Presl-
dent, I think we need to remind each
other in our sobet moments, as we reflect
on this question, that what we are talking
about Is not two sets of invaders trying
to grab somebody elsé's testimony, but
one set of invaders from the Worth. No
troops from South Vietnam are in North

‘Vietnam. There are no military forays
by the South Vietnamese into the terri-

tories that were under the control of
North Vietnam. It all has been a one-way
move, from Hanoi, north of the DMZ,
into the territories of the South. But in

This is indeed a new profile in that

likewise taken over large sections of itg
netghbor Laos and occupied considerabie
sections of its neighbor Cambodia. Tha
result is that both Laos and Cambodiy
have their own difficulties, due to no fault
of their own except their geography, their
prozimity $o the areas of significant
action. \ :

what I am saying is that, as we seem
to be approaching the best chance we
have had until now to resolve peacefully
this difficulty, it is even more important
that we. help Cambodia, with this kind

-of assistance, {0 try to stay on its feet—to

try to stay afloat, ag it were~to retain
its posture of nationhood, That Is pretty
important in that part of the world as s
symbol for others who seek the dignity
of independence, s well as for the Cam-
bodians themselves. o

. Thaet is really what is behind the
amendment I have offered to increase the

" commities’s allowance of $275 million.

- T have some other things that I want
10 discuss on this question a little later
in the morning, but I did want to set
forth the timing element as a critical one
in gur eontinuing this program &t the

_level of $320 million, for the timing is of

the greafest importance. .

. As the prospects for peace' improve, our

tendency, wmderstzndably, is to begin
to let down. But it is at that moment
that the need probably is even more
acute and reguires that we sustain our
efforts to help these people uniil we can
readjust and negotiate and resettle the
great issues of that section of the world.
It is imperative thal we not lose ground
or cause 8 small country to have to col-
lapse for want of support at the very

‘time that we will be at the negotiating
_table, tryihg to achieve an honorable

agreement, 8o much, then, rides on our
taking the action that my amendment
would propose. - ’

The Committee on Foreign Relalions,
of which I am a member, chose, iy its
wisdom, to authorize $275 million for this
purpose. The President was requesting -
a much higher figure—nearly $350 mil-
lion. We hear all kinds of dispute as to
how much money really is niecessary. At
a time such as this, in &n area of the
world that has cost us tens and tens of -
billions of dollars, I do not think this is
the moment 4o try t0 fudge over whether
ib-is $275 million or $320 million; that,
rother, it is important that we allow
the benefit of the doubt, even as the talks
are underway and as the face-to-face -
confrontations between the statesman
of the President, Mr. Kissinger, and the
leaders of the government in Peking are
faking place, :

8o the appeal is not only for the resto-
ration of -some of these funds but also
for acknowledging the factor of the tinm-
ing &5 & resson to give the benefit of the
doubt to the larger figure for the time he-
INg.

Mr. President, that is all I will take
time to say at this time. I will have more
to say a lttle later this morning.

I vield the floor. :

 QUORUM CALL

Mr. SPARKMAN. Mr. President, I sug-
gest the absence of & quorum.
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